Amendments to the Specification 

Please amend the specification on page 1, after the title as follows: 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS . 

Please amend the specification on page 1, after the previously added phrase "This application is a 
§ 371 of International Application No. PCT/EP00/08994, filed September 14, 2000.": 

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION . 

Please amend the specification on page 2, after line 12 (the second paragraph) insert: 

DEFINITIONS 

Please amend the specification on page 2, after line 24 (sixth paragraph) insert: 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
Please amend the specification on page 3 9 after line 25 (sixth paragraph) insert: 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
The first paragraph on page 12 has been amended as follows: 
Example 3: Database searches 

Sequence analysis is perfomed using the GCG software (Wisconsin Package Version 10.0, 

Genetics Computer Group (GCG), Madison, Wisconsin). For identity searches, GenEMBL, the 
Arabidopsis thaliana database ( ht t p : //g e nom&- www3 .stanford. edu/} , Kazusa Aragidopsis opening 
site (XAOSfr:1] h ttp :// z earth.lca2iisaor.ip/ambi^ and Swissprot are used. Peptide sequences are 

analysed by GeneQuiz (htt p://co l un b aebi. a€A^?6§d^sg¥^HbiB J rt ) or Expasy 
(http:/Avww.expasy.cfe/). 
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